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na Peterson leads a busy
life. She just graduated
from Cary High School
where she served as secretary of
her class and was a member of the
National Honor Society. She even
makes time for running, singing,
music (her favorites are Bethany
Dillon and Anberlin), sewing,
cooking, and being a nanny — a
job she absolutely loves. Talk about
busy! Yet even with all of these
commitments, the commitment that
is first in her life is to Jesus Christ.
Ana’s testimony might be a familiar
one for many who have grown up at
Colonial. After hearing Pastor Davey
preach one Sunday, seven-year-old
Ana asked her mom about the
salvation message and what it meant.
She said. “I knew about Jesus, but I
didn’t know I could have a relationship
with Him.” Not too long after, she
prayed to receive Christ as her own;
her life has never been the same since.
It’s exciting to
see how God
has grown a
step of faith
taken at an early
age into a vision for a life service.
Ana is grateful that as she grew
in her faith, she felt that at Colonial
she was “provided with knowledge
and opportunities to serve others.”
Ana’s service extends from Children’s

“Stay Strong. Dig deep

Ministries to Worship and Outreach. She has also been
on several short-term mission trips with Colonial: NYGO
(New York Gospel Outreach), Lumberton, Thailand,
and Biloxi, and this summer, she headed to the sunny
land of Mexico!

Missions are truly dear to Ana’s heart, and she believes
her calling in life is full-time ministry. “I know God
wants me on the mission field somewhere,” she says.
She plans to attend Columbia International University
in the fall, a school known for providing excellent
training to future missionaries.

One of Ana’s struggles as a growing believer and
a busy teenager is finding time to study God’s Word.
“It’s not that I don’t want to study,” she says, “I'm just
lazy.” It’s in this area that she has been challenged and
encouraged by Debbie Hofert, her mentor of three
years and Student Ministries’ Director of Discipleship
and Care. Ana explains that Debbie has been a strong
influence in her spiritual life, encouraging Ana’s love
of the Word of God. Debbie seasons her teaching with
kindness and love, qualities that Ana hopes to emulate
when she serves others.

Ana’s advice for other believers, young and old, is
simple: “Stay strong. Dig deep into God’s Word.” Good
advice, from a very good source.

Written by Renee Fisher

Renee Fisher lives in Willow Spring with
her parents and brother, Jeremy. She has
been at Colonial for six years and enjoys
performing with the Singing Waiters.

Therelore. ..

Renew your passion

Let those of us whose childhood years are far
behind regain a wonder and passion for God's Word.
My four-year-old son just received his first “real” Bible
as a gift from Pastor Scott Wylie. He wants to lug it
with him everywhere he goes: the backyard, the car,
the swimming pool. If it were up to him, his Bible
would join him wherever he went.

Butitis more than just a fascination with his newest
possession — there is also a childlike expectation
of what he will find once he opens the cover. His
curiosity about the men and women whose lives
are recorded on those pages is revealed in the
remarkable questions he asks. “Can God run?” he
asked his mother one morning. “I don’t know. What
do you think?” she responded. Quickly, and with
the utmost confidence, “No!” he declared. “God is
everywhere.” His inquisitiveness extends beyond the
colorful characters to the God they serve.

I may not have much to learn from my son about
theology, but | am confident that there is much he
will teach me about God. | would do well to emulate
his wonder at God’s work; to once again be in awe
that God would choose a little, Jewish boy to defeat
a mean, foul-smelling Philistine giant.

You know, | wonder if the difference in how we
view Scripture is the result of a difference in how
we approach Scripture. My son opens up the Bible
expecting to be amazed; | often open it up just
hoping to stay focused. Could it be that | have grown
so comfortable with God that | am no longer in awe
of Him?

Lord, give me the eyes of a child once again. Help me
remember that | am not holding a dusty, old book in
my hands, but a living, powerful sword wielded by your
Spirit. As | come before you, let the song of David burst
forth from my lips, “Open my eyes that | may behold
wondrous things from your law.” As | walk into your
throne room, let me not saunter, but let me run to the
one whose awesome love has drawn me to Himself.

The enthusiasm | see in my four-year-old son
is seen by many of Colonial’s parents in their own
children, whether they’re four or fourteen. How
exciting it is to be a part of a church where students
from kindergarten to college are passionate about
God's Word. As we seek to lead them into greater
maturity, let us also fan the flames of passion we see
in them, standing close enough that some of the
sparks may fall on us.

Written by Josh Wredberg
Josh Wredberg is the Assistant to the
Senior Pastor. He has earned a Master

of Arts degree from Shepherds Seminary
and is completing his Master of Divinity.
Josh and his wife Cari have two sons,
Jack and Max.






