











A COLONTIAL

PALETTE

COMMITTED TO

BEING CREATIVE

Reflecting His
Creativity

L. Diane Johnson

L. Diane Johnson has loved making art since she was a
young child. Though she was drawn to it and studied it to
hone her skills, she just wasn'’t sure that art was what she
was supposed to be doing. As a profession, it just didn’t
seem practical, or perhaps it wasn't important enough. She
wondered if this was really what God wanted her to do.

After struggling spiritually for years about the value of
pursuing a full-time art career, she found her answer right
at the beginning of the Bible.

“In the beginning, God created...” Genesis 1:1

“Creating was the very first thing He did,” she says.
“And that validated what I did.”

Freed to be what God created her to be, she says,

“I feel His pleasure when I paint.”

“Without Him, flowers would not exist...People pass
right by things of beauty that He created that are of value,”
she says. Through her paintings, Diane wants to convey the
majesty of the Creator and the hope that we have in Him.
Her paintings don’t have to depict scenes from the Bible to
bring glory to God. “His creation is of value,” she says,

“and I want to express that in paint.”

Some artists, she explains, “never had a struggle of
whether or not to to create, but some do struggle. Now I
know why He had me struggle through — to assist other
artists facing the same issues.” As a respected and nationally
known painter and instructor, Diane is passionate about
encouraging believers who are artists and witnessing to
artists who aren'’t believers.

“Since we were made in His image,” she says, “we too
have the ability and responsibility to create.”

Diane describes her creative style as “painterly and
realistic with an impressionistic flair — painting a real subject
in a fresh and lively way.” Painting en plein air, which is
French for “in the open air,” Diane generally paints on
location and strives to capture the light and movement
of the subject before her. Diane began as a portraitist, but
now focuses primarily on landscapes. “People relate to the
people in the painting,” she says. “They might miss what
I'm trying to say...Every painting really tells a story.”

For instance, the painting she created for the cover of
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this magazine tells of a church that is warm and inviting.
“Making the big architecture seem warm and friendly was
a challenge,” she says. But it was important to her that the
painting convey that message about Colonial. “Having the
doors open was warmth for me,” she says. “I shifted the
light of the sun so it hit the door to make it very inviting.

EEt)

It's an understated way of saying, ‘Come on in.

After moving to Cary in 1998, Diane and her husband
Doug began searching for a church. Colonial welcomed
them in. They felt drawn to the church by the consistent
dedication to the Word, the enthusiasm for service and
the people. Diane has been active at Colonial ever since
— designing our church logo and assisting with special
projects. Everything she does, she says, “I dedicate to
Him absolutely.”

You can learn more about Diane on her website www.
LDianeJohnson.com. Keep an eye out — you may see her
painting in and around our area. She invites visitors to
stop and say, “Hello!”

Mark Starlin

“Not a day goes by that I don’t play guitar,”

says Mark Starlin, a teacher at The Studio, Colonial’s
Arts Academy. Mark has played guitar for 35 years.
For Mark, it's much more than a hobby. He plays at
church, composes music, performs with the Colonial
jazz combo, runs a website for guitar fanatics, and
writes his own instruction books for guitar students.

It’s his full-time focus. And what’s important to
Mark is that he’s doing it “for God’s glory — that’s
when it’s going to last.”

As a teacher, Mark sees his role as “training the
next generation of Christian musicians. That’s pretty
cool, I think.”

He takes that job seriously. Unsatisfied with
the traditional guitar lesson books, Mark set out
to develop his own books and approach to teaching.
There are three books in his Better Guitar Method
series with one more on the way.

“From the beginning, I try to give students
the whole picture of playing the guitar,” he says.

“I like to get them doing songs as early as possible
so they’re making music right away.”

Learning guitar can be a challenge, he explains,
because “it is physically one of the harder instruments
to learn. It requires a lot of coordination.” Mark tries
to encourage his students by giving them “fun stuff
to learn as often as possible. Lessons shouldn’t be a
chore, so I try to make them enjoyable.”

Sharing his passion for guitar extends beyond
the classroom setting through his website: www.
betterguitar.com. Here, readers can find tips on
learning guitar, reviews of guitars and equipment,

a forum to chat with other guitar players, and
resources for learning more about music.

Mark’s passion for teaching may stem from the
fact that guitar has been a lifelong love. “I've always
loved music — guitar has been the focus of that,”
Mark says. “My dad loves music, so there was always
music playing at home when I was growing up. I was
fascinated by the sound of the guitar and bugged my
parents until they bought me one.”

Mark offers this advice for aspiring players: “If
you're going to learn guitar, you have to really want
to, and then put in the time — it’s the same thing in
the Christian walk, you have to spend time in the
Word and prayer. It’s not an easy path, but it’s the
right one.”
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Gregg Bartruff

Through the lens of a camera, Gregg Bartruff says, “you
can see God’s glory.” Whether it’s a picture of “flowers or of
students...with a beautiful passion for God’s Word,” he says,
“you see what a beautiful world we have.”

Gregg was first involved with photography in high school
and college, before the days of digital cameras and instant
access to your photos. “There’s something fascinating about
taking a white sheet of paper and watching a picture appear
from nothing,” he says, describing the darkroom experience.

The benefit of his digital camera — a used Canon 10D
he purchased from Pastor Mike Malpass — is the quantity of
pictures he can take. On a recent weekend, he photographed
his son Sean, who is autistic, playing baseball with the Miracle
League for children with disabilities. He says he took five or
six hundred photos. “I couldn’t afford to do that with film,”
he says. “I have unbelievable amounts of pictures.”

Many of those are pictures of people at Colonial. Gregg
often arrives at church events with his camera in hand, taking
photos at graduations, camps, Christmas Sweet, wherever he
finds a chance to show “people being themselves,” he says.
“I just give the pics to the church.”

Gregg, who is Colonial’s Facilities Manager, had the idea
of chronicling the new buildings through photography. The
pictures were shown in the worship service in a sped-up
video format which made it appear as if the buildings were
built before your eyes.

After an event is finished, he explains, “The memory
is there, but if no one documented the event, you can't
see it. The people involved get so busy getting a function
finished that they don't get the chance to reflect and look
back. It’s a way to see what God is doing and how the
church is growing.”

“It brings a lot of joy,” he says. “I enjoy photography
and I like it to be to His glory.”

Jaime Cook

There are those of us who see a breathtaking sunset
and wish that we could illustrate that image on paper. Then
there are those of us who view the scene and can actually
capture its very essence in a painting or sketch. Jaime Cook
falls into the latter category.

From an early age, Jamie loved art. At age three, she told
her grandma that she wanted to grow up to be a Baptist and
an artist. Having been raised in a Catholic home, it was at
her grandma’s Baptist church where she really learned about
the gospel. By the time she had grown up, Jaime says, “I
knew I was a sinner and separated from God, and I longed
to be one of those children Jesus accepted.” Jaime’s longing
was quenched when she and her husband, Ed, took their
firstborn son to Sunday school. Jesus met Jaime where she
was and Jaime found herself answering His invitation with
a resounding “yes!”

Jaime’s early artistic influence was the stained glass and
paintings that decorated many of the churches she attended
as a child. Since that time, God has allowed Jaime to share
His love through her artistic skills. At Colonial, she is always
eager to help whether its through designing sets or teaching
art classes to homeschoolers.

One of the most memorable moments in Jaime’s ministry
happened while serving as a volunteer counselor in a clinic.
“A client came in high on drugs and wasn’t able to ‘track’
with the Bible references I would normally use to counsel
her,” she says. Instead, Jaime illustrated on paper how only
the cross could span the divide between life and death and
gave the woman a list of Bible verses to look up when she
could think more clearly. A year later she received a letter
from the woman who had accepted Christ as her Lord
and Savior.

Jaime is grateful for how God uses her: “He so graciously
uses my imperfect efforts in His work. It’s a privilege I'm
eternally grateful for.”
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Debbie Williams

Have you ever eaten a cake shaped like a Lego block? How
about one that looked like a pirate ship? For the Williams family,
birthdays are special celebrations and creative cakes like these are
par for the course.

“When the kids came along,” Debbie Williams says, “It was a
way to make the day extra special and give them something that
was uniquely theirs.”

Debbie’s cake decorating skills are used for more than birthday
cakes now. She’s been asked to create wedding cakes for couples
getting married at Colonial, petit fours for parties, and she made
a beautiful tiered anniversary cake for Stephen and Marsha Davey’s
20th anniversary. But birthday cakes will always be special to her
because of the challenge they bring and the love that they represent.

For each child’s birthday — the Williamses have six, with four
still at home — she tries to come up with a design that matches his
or her current interests. Then, to keep the cake a surprise, “I work
on it at night and hide it or do it while they’re at school,” she says.
“It’s a labor of love for me.”

Learning to decorate cakes has been a lifelong process for
Debbie. When she began developing her talent, she felt like she
had really found her niche, and it gave her a new appreciation for
how God works, “He has used this talent to help me realize that
he gives unique talents to each person,” she says.

Debbie credits her mother, Phyllis Travers, for helping her
develop her creative talents. “My mom is an extraordinarily creative
woman,” she says. “Growing up, I don’t think I ever had a store-
bought cake...She always tried to make each holiday special.”

For Debbie, using her creativity is a way to make others feel
special and loved. “God gave us creativity,” she says. “He built
it in every one of us and wants us to use it whether its for our
children, to make them feel special, or for hospitality or for
helping others...God uses those things to build up the body,
to make its members feel special and wanted and to bring them
blessing. If I can bless somebody else, it’s the highest compliment
I can be given.”

“If I can bless somebody
else, it’s the highest
compliment I can

be given.” Debbie Williams

By Christen Merithew, Jennifer Porter and April Schweitzer

Share your creativity at Colonial...

The greatest Creator gave each of us
an imagination, and through His example,
He showed us a myriad of ways to use it.
We can’t make peacocks or platypuses
like God did, but He did give us the
ability to use our creative and imaginative
juices within His church. At Colonial,
there are many ways you can use your
talents. Here’s a list of a few ... check your
Communiqué often for new ways to get
involved.

We have Sunday School classes where
music, stories and drama are all used to

share the love of Christ with little ones.
Contact: Pam Hewitt (phewitte@colonial.org)
There’s always room for more in the
choir, orchestra and drama teams!
Contact: Joyce Durlam (jdurlame@colonial.org)
Women'’s ministries welcomes creative
ladies to teach a craft at Fellowship
Fridays. Contact: Leah Dewey (dewfame
aol.com). Each semester, women’s Bible
studies have a need for someone to make
homemade nametags and creative snacks
and Sweet Mondays is looking for creative
presentations and yummy treats.
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Outreach Ministries need creative
talents for special events like the Global
Outreach Celebration. Contact: Denise
Trimble (dtrimble@colonial.org)

Connections Magazine welcomes
writers and photographers to join
our staff. Contact: April Schweitzer
(aschweitzer@colonial.org)

The Bible tells us to “Serve the Lord
with gladness” Why don't you join others
in gladly serving our church with your
God-given talents? ~ By April Rehbein
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s Cary big enough for two mayors?

Perhaps you'll be surprised to hear

that the answer is “yes.” At the
September 10th dedication service for
Colonial’s new buildings, former Cary
Mayor Ernie McAlister didn’t appear
the least bit politically threatened as he
shared the platform with Pastor Scott
Wylie, the Mayor of Colonial Corners.
In fact, he welcomed help in the effort
to make Cary a great place to live.

Of course, in his alter ego role as
Pastor of Children’s Ministries, Scott
Wylie has higher goals for the citizens
of his small municipality.

Colonial Corners is a unique
Sunday School experience for Colonial’s
fourth- and fifth-graders. Drama, Bible
teaching and small group discussions
teach students how to become better
citizens of God’s Kingdom.

Legally, its jurisdiction is limited.
That may explain why you don't recall

seeing Mayor Wylie’s name on the ballot.

But spiritually its impact is
unbounded. Just ask any fourth- or
fifth-grader, and they’ll confirm that
Mayor Wylie has been on the job

making Colonial Corners a great
place to be.

“It’s a quaint, old-fashioned town
filled with fun and learning,” explains
Mayor Wylie. “The citizens sing, laugh,
participate and learn in this fun-filled
program.”

The latest buzz around town is
excitement about the new Main Street,
which was unveiled with the opening
of the Children’s Center addition this
summer. The Main Street set creates a
small-town backdrop for weekly skits
involving a cast of characters including
a doctor, sheriff, hairdresser, coach and
more. Together they confront dilemmas
and learn biblical truths.

Main Street is the creative effort of
Carpenters for Christ, one of Colonial’s
newer ministries. Andy Bryan, Director
of the Carpenters for Christ chapter at
Colonial, says, “Main Street was built
by a team of about twenty volunteers
working long hours during one week in
August.” Because the room was already
in use by the children, the carpenters
had to work around a tight six-day
turnaround so that the kids wouldn’t
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see it as a work in progress.

“Pastor Wylie provided us photos of
picturesque small towns he’d gathered
to give us an idea of the look the town
was hoping to achieve,” Andy says.

From those photos, team leader
Ken Tursam created a plan for the work
team that included the design and
measurements to be used. The project
created the facade of a Main Street and
used real materials including brick,
rock, siding, and working doors and
windows.

“What impressed me most about
the ministry of the carpenters was their
professionalism and thoroughness,”
Mayor Wylie says. “I gave Andy some
simple ideas and he and his team took
the project far beyond what I had ever
imagined. They took the time to add
such great details which may seem
simple, but add so much to the look
and feel of the room.”

“I will never forget the looks on
their faces as the citizens saw their new
town for the first time,” he adds.

Jim Doble and his sons Wes, 16, and
Tim, 14, were part of the Carpenters
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team. They enjoyed serving together
and learning new skills. “What’s nice
is the variety. It’s a great opportunity
to do things and get some tips from
the professionals,” Jim says. His son
Wes was happy to learn how to install
shingles. “It’s fun,” adds Wes. “I've
learned new things.”

For the Dobles, working on Colonial
Corners had a special meaning. Tim
had been a citizen of the town when the
family moved back to Cary a few years
ago. He enjoyed the dynamic ministry
and it helped ease the transition to the
church. “He loved it,” remembers his
dad, Jim. “I think anything that captures
the hearts and minds at that age is a
good thing.”

Andy Bryan agrees, pointing out that
the ministry has an added bonus that as
kids get connected with a great Sunday
School program, “a lot of times parents
follow the kids,” which can bring new
families to Colonial who need to know
Christ.

Colonial’s Carpenters for Christ team
has been involved in six missions trips
including trips to Biloxi, Mississippi
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and Enterprise, Alabama. This summer
provided a unique chance to impact
their home church. In addition to the
Colonial Corners set, a Carpenters team
pulled much of the wiring for the new
Children’s Center and Student Center,
saving the church a significant amount
of money.

“Carpenters started out as men
who liked to do stuff with their hands.
A lot of us sit in offices all day, so it’s
really nice to do these projects,” Andy
explains. Carpenters for Christ is an
international missions organization that
seeks to provide hands-on construction
assistance to churches and communities
in need. At Colonial, Andy says, “The
Carpenters Ministry is unique in that
it is closely associated with Adult
Ministries and Outreach Ministries.
All team members on our projects are
not necessarily Christians. We hope
that by serving along side them we
have opportunities to share the Gospel
and help them understand why we
are serving.”

Currently there are more than
150 men, women and youth who have
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been a part of Carpenters for Christ at
Colonial. Some are professional trades
people in carpentry and painting. Most
are just willing to learn and serve. If you
are interested contact Sandy Hendricks
at shendricks@colonial.org.

By Angela Clendenin
Angela is a writer and a homeschooling
mom to Hannah, Martha and Sam.



CREATIVITY

ou may not recognize Jackie Wilder’s face, but
you are probably very familiar with the back of
her head. You see her each Sunday, with her back
to the congregation, directing the orchestra.

She may be best known for waving her baton, but she
is also just as busy directing The Studio, Colonial’s Arts
Academy. The Studio offers both private lessons and group
sessions in vocal performance and instrumental studies.
During the week, you can find Jackie giving lessons on the
saxophone, the trumpet, the violin. Instead of asking what
instruments Jackie can teach, you would be better to ask
what she does not teach.

Raised in upstate New York, Jackie started taking music
lessons at an early age. She learned to play the violin, the
trumpet, and the clarinet by the 6th grade. The following
year, she had already begun learning piano, the flute and
the euphonium.

After making a profession of faith at 17, Jackie chose to
attend Tennessee Temple University, a Bible college, where
she majored in Sacred Music. After graduating, Jackie began
teaching at Christian schools, including Shiloh Baptist
Christian School, where she and David Loftis were on staff
at the same time!

ISSUE: FEATURED

TESTIMONY

Jackie Wilder

An Instrument of our Praiseworthy God

Even when

she didn’t
understand the
Why, she could
always trust
the Who.

“Pastor Loftis was in his first year of ministry. He was
doing the choral music program, and I was starting the
band program,” she says. While they didn’t work as closely
together as they do now, Jackie has found reminders of the
past: “I have in John’s baby book a card from Carol (Loftis),
when she came to my baby shower.” Little did they know
that they would run into each other again, many years
later in Cary, NC.

Jackie moved on to develop band programs at several
Raleigh-area Christian schools before joining the Colonial
staff to start the adult orchestra.

The orchestra, Jackie says, adds “a sense of majesty to
what happens congregationally.” She takes great joy in seeing
God use the talents that He has given people in our church.
Many who hadn’t picked up their instruments since high
school or college have found a reason to play again.

God has used instrumental music throughout Jackie’s

life. Using her talent for the Lord’s work, Jackie has a melody
of Christ’s grace and love singing in her soul, no matter what

circumstances she faces. She knows that God has had His
hand on her from the very start, never leaving her side. As
she continually grows in her faith, Jackie is amazed that,
“God, in spite of who I am, uses me.”
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Two years ago, Jackie’s husband Russell was diagnosed
with cancer. Speaking of her husband’s condition, Jackie
gives the update, “right now, he is considered in remission.”
While this has been a difficult time for their family, Jackie’s
spirit remains high.

Through struggles in her life, Jackie has chosen to have
faith in the Lord. Even when she didn’t understand the
Why, she could always trust the Who. “God has known
since the beginning of time what was going to happen,”
she says. “I am a product today of all that He knew was
going to go on in my life. I could have said, ‘God, how dare
you? Why are you doing this to me?’ I could have walked
away from God or from ministry. But I have always chosen
God. Even in experiencing struggles, God is in control.”

By Emily Heitman
Emily Heitman is an Industrial Engineer who lives in Cary.
She acts as “Holly Anne” in Colonial Corners.

Theretore. ..

We all have within us a knack for the creative. How
do we know this?

First, God created us “in His own image - in
the image of God He created (us).” (Gen. 1:27) God
anticipated the creativity that would flow from
His images. We see that creativity flowing from the
earliest of mankind, as the descendants of Cain by
the fifth generation are playing lyre and pipe (Gen.
4:21) and forging metals (Gen. 4:22).

Secondly, God calls us to do good works with
our creativity. In Moses’ day, God chose the workers
to build the tabernacle, men who did the work and
trained others as well: “See, (the LORD) has filled him
with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in
all kinds of crafts —to make artistic designs.” (Ex. 35:30-32)
As believers we were “created in Christ Jesus for good
works” (Eph. 2:10). These good works are meant to
bring glory to God as a reflection of His greatness.

So how do we know what our creative abilities
are and how to use them? Perhaps you've been
discouraged: “I hate music and can’t draw, so | guess
I'm not created in God’s image.” Let’s look at another
of Paul’s teachings: “But to each one of us grace
was given, according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”
(Eph. 4:7) Combine this with the teaching in Romans
about the variety of spiritual and practical gifts in
the body, and we can draw some conclusions for the
church today.

First, realize that creativity is not limited to the arts.
In fact, where would the church be today without
creative architects and engineers, financial planners,
Christian counselors, chefs, wedding coordinators
and coaches? The church is full of servants who use
their creative capacity in a multitude of areas other
than the classical arts.

This leads to a second concept - understand
that to the sanctified mind, creative ideas in your
own discipline can be a gift from God to the church.
Explore them and experiment with them. Talk to
a trusted friend about them. Confirm that they are
doable, and then find ways to make them happen for
His Kingdom. | worked with a man this past spring
who has the God-given ability for organization using
creative administrative tools. My ministry experience
with him was a dream, because he followed God'’s
design and used his gifts for His Kingdom.

Finally, do not be disheartened or overwhelmed
by someone else’s gifts. Comparison is dangerous,
and discourages us from doing what God may be
calling us to pursue. It’s a better idea to celebrate
what God has given the body, learn all you can from
brothers and sisters, and get better as you practice
your particular discipline. Rejoice in His image
manifest in you!

By David Loftis

David Loftis is Colonial’s Pastor of Worship
Ministries. He and his wife Carol have three children:
Jessie, J. David and Josiah.






