




















ou may not recognize Jackie Wilder’s face, but

you are probably very familiar with the back of

her head. You see her each Sunday, with her back
to the congregation, directing the orchestra.

She may be best known for waving her baton, but she
is also just as busy directing The Studio, Colonial’s Arts
Academy. The Studio offers both private lessons and group
sessions in vocal performance and instrumental studies.
During the week, you can find Jackie giving lessons on the
saxophone, the trumpet, the violin. Instead of asking what
instruments Jackie can teach, you would be better to ask
what she does not teach.

Raised in upstate New York, Jackie started taking music
lessons at an early age. She learned to play the violin, the
trumpet, and the clarinet by the 6th grade. The following
year, she had already begun learning piano, the flute and
the euphonium.

After making a profession of faith at 17, Jackie chose to
attend Tennessee Temple University, a Bible college, where
she majored in Sacred Music. After graduating, Jackie began
teaching at Christian schools, including Shiloh Baptist
Christian School, where she and David Loftis were on staff
at the same time!

“Pastor Loftis was in his first year of ministry. He was
doing the choral music program, and I was starting the
band program,” she says. While they didn’t work as closely
together as they do now, Jackie has found reminders of the
past: “I have in John’s baby book a card from Carol (Loftis),
when she came to my baby shower.” Little did they know
that they would run into each other again, many years
later in Cary, NC.

Jackie moved on to develop band programs at several
Raleigh-area Christian schools before joining the Colonial
staff to start the adult orchestra.

The orchestra, Jackie says, adds “a sense of majesty to
what happens congregationally.” She takes great joy in seeing
God use the talents that He has given people in our church.
Many who hadn’t picked up their instruments since high
school or college have found a reason to play again.

God has used instrumental music throughout Jackie’s
life. Using her talent for the Lord’s work, Jackie has a melody
of Christ’s grace and love singing in her soul, no matter what
circumstances she faces. She knows that God has had His
hand on her from the very start, never leaving her side. As
she continually grows in her faith, Jackie is amazed that,
“God, in spite of who I am, uses me.”
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Two years ago, Jackie’s husband Russell was diagnosed
with cancer. Speaking of her husband’s condition, Jackie

gives the update, “right now, he is considered in remission.”

While this has been a difficult time for their family, Jackie’s
spirit remains high.

Through struggles in her life, Jackie has chosen to have
faith in the Lord. Even when she didn’t understand the
Why, she could always trust the Who. “God has known
since the beginning of time what was going to happen,”
she says. “I am a product today of all that He knew was
going to go on in my life. I could have said, ‘God, how dare
you? Why are you doing this to me?’ I could have walked
away from God or from ministry. But I have always chosen
God. Even in experiencing struggles, God is in control.”

By Emily Heitman
Emily Heitman is an Industrial Engineer who lives in Cary.
She acts as “Holly Anne” in Colonial Corners.

Theretore. ..

We all have within us a knack for the creative. How
do we know this?

First, God created us “in His own image - in
the image of God He created (us).” (Gen. 1:27) God
anticipated the creativity that would flow from
His images. We see that creativity flowing from the
earliest of mankind, as the descendants of Cain by
the fifth generation are playing lyre and pipe (Gen.
4:21) and forging metals (Gen. 4:22).

Secondly, God calls us to do good works with
our creativity. In Moses’ day, God chose the workers
to build the tabernacle, men who did the work and
trained others as well: “See, (the LORD) has filled him
with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in
all kinds of crafts —to make artistic designs.” (Ex. 35:30-32)
As believers we were “created in Christ Jesus for good
works” (Eph. 2:10). These good works are meant to
bring glory to God as a reflection of His greatness.

So how do we know what our creative abilities
are and how to use them? Perhaps you've been
discouraged: “ hate music and can’t draw, so | guess
I'm not created in God'’s image.’ Let’s look at another
of Paul’s teachings: “But to each one of us grace
was given, according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”
(Eph. 4:7) Combine this with the teaching in Romans
about the variety of spiritual and practical gifts in
the body, and we can draw some conclusions for the
church today.

First, realize that creativity is not limited to the arts.
In fact, where would the church be today without
creative architects and engineers, financial planners,
Christian counselors, chefs, wedding coordinators
and coaches? The church is full of servants who use
their creative capacity in a multitude of areas other
than the classical arts.

This leads to a second concept - understand
that to the sanctified mind, creative ideas in your
own discipline can be a gift from God to the church.
Explore them and experiment with them. Talk to
a trusted friend about them. Confirm that they are
doable, and then find ways to make them happen for
His Kingdom. | worked with a man this past spring
who has the God-given ability for organization using
creative administrative tools. My ministry experience
with him was a dream, because he followed God’s
design and used his gifts for His Kingdom.

Finally, do not be disheartened or overwhelmed
by someone else’s gifts. Comparison is dangerous,
and discourages us from doing what God may be
calling us to pursue. It’s a better idea to celebrate
what God has given the body, learn all you can from
brothers and sisters, and get better as you practice
your particular discipline. Rejoice in His image
manifest in you!

By David Loftis

David Loftis is Colonial’s Pastor of Worship
Ministries. He and his wife Carol have three children:
Jessie, J. David and Josiah.





