Family Origins: Why We Need a New Family

This morning, David had us sing Charles
Wesley’s classic hymn, And Can It Be. Hereis
one of the stanzas that we sang:
Heleft His Father'sthrone above,
Sofree, soinfinite His grace,
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam's helplessrace:
'‘Tismercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me!

May | show you atypical family in‘Adam’s
helplessrace’ ?

Look at this ordinary American family. It looks rather promising. In fact, of course, itisa
family of sinners. | know those parents there very well and they are sinners. | knew the
parents of the mother there. They were sinners. | did not know the parents of the father there.
They emigrated from Sweden and died when he was young but | know that they were sinners.
And | have first-hand knowledge of the sinfulness of each of those children. And sadly, each
of them eventually married a sinner.

Now it turns out that those two parents are still alivein their 80s and still serving their church.
Thellittle girl is still apastor’ s wife; the older boy is still a pastor, and the younger boy is still a
missionary. The boy in the middle wearing that handsome jacket and bow tie ensemble, is still
adoofus. What happened to each of those family membersis that they made a switch. They
all changed families.

Look at that same boy at around age 7.
Apparently this was before the comb was
invented. This boy has more problems than his
hair and teeth. The problem he hasisrelated to
the family he was born into. Fortunately for him,
he left hisfirst family as ateenager and got a new
one. What that boy needed, and got, was a new
family. Let meexplain...

The idea of afamily relationship that goes
beyond one' s family of birth, one’s human
family, begins with Jesus.

Here is how Jesus redefines His family:



Mat 12:46-50 While He was still speaking to
Matthew 12:46-50 .
the crowds, behold, His mother and brothers
“Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him.
And stretching out His hand toward His Someone said to Hi m, "Behol d, Y our mother and
disciples, He said, “Behold My mother and My Y our brothers are standi ng outside seeki ng to

brothers! For whoever does the will of My

Patherwho is in heaven. he is My hrotk speak to You." But Jesus answered the one who
her who is in heaven, he 1s My brother and . . . .

il smoithe® was telling Him and said, "Who is My mother
and who are My brothers?" And stretching out
His hand toward His disciples, He said, "Behold
My mother and My brothers! For whoever does
thewill of My Father whoisin heaven, heis

My brother and sister and mother."

Being a part of Jesus family comes at great cost. Here is how Jesus describes what is at stake
in redefining family:

Matthew 10:34-39 "Do not think that | cameto
Matthew 10:34-39 bring peace on the earth; | did not come to bring
- ——— — peace, but asword. For | came to set aman
RPN  oocinst his father, and a daughter against her
more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who mOther' and a daughter-l n-law aga nst her
loves son or daughter more than me is not mother-in-law, and aman’s enemies will be the
wortthy of Me. And he who does not take up his members of his own household. He who loves
cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me . . . father or mother morethan Meis not Worthy of
Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than
Meis not worthy of Me. And he who does not
take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy
of Me. He who has found hislife will loseit, and
he who haslost hislife for My sake will find it.”

If Jesus redefines His own family, we must ask what was wrong with the old family, His
human family. Why do we need a new family relationship? What iswrong with your first
family; your old family?

My father’snameis Donald. Thetruthis, my real fatherisAdam. Youand | areredly a
member of Adam’s Family. And thisis the beginning of each person’s problems. How did
you get into Adam’s Family?

Adam’s Family

Weentered Adam’sfamily by thefirst birth

Why do we celebrate birthdays and give credit to the one born? Why do we give gifts
to the one who was born? Birthdays are the beginning of the narcissism that follows us al of
our days. We begin achild’s life with congratulating him or her for being born, for something
that they had nothing to do with! What did they do to be born? The parents should receive the



party and the gifts. But thereislittleto celebratein our first birth for it has serious
consequences. . .

Thefirst birth:
Here is an important consequence of the first birth: It means your physical ancestor is Adam.

Have you thought about how great that should be to be actually related to Adam, the first man?

Think about how handsome he must have been. Think about how smart he must have been.
Think about his athletic prowess. Think about
how beautiful Eve must have been.
But none of that matters because | supposeitis
possible that you may be more handsome than
Adam and more beautiful than Eve. You may be
much smarter than Adam and Eve perhaps. No
matter what, your relationship to Adam
guarantees that the outcome is death.

Rom 5:12 Therefore, just asthrough one man

sin entered into the world, and death through

sin, and so death spread to all men, because al
sinned—

| Cor 15: 21-22 For since by aman came death, by a man aso came the resurrection of the
dead. For asin Adam all die, so aso in Christ all will be made dive.

Thefirst birth also means, as a sinner, your spiritual ancestor isthe Devil.

John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.
He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth
in him. Whenever he speaks alie, he speaks from his own nature, for heis aliar and the father
of lies.

1 John 3:9-10 No onewho is born of God practices sin, because His seed abidesin him; and

he cannot sin, because he is born of God. By thisthe children of God and the children of the
devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who
does not love his brother.

Having the Devil asa spiritual ancestor meansthat the outcomeisjudgment.

One of the most important reasons we need the book of the Revelation, the last book of the
Bible, isto seetheinevitable ending of the Devil’ s story. It isone of final and everlasting
judgment. But al those in the Devil’ s family and not in the family of God share his outcome —
judgment.



God’s Family

What everybody needsis anew family, anew father, new siblings. The only way to get a new
family, to be apart of God's family, isto experience anew birth. Jesustold Nicodemus, “You
must be born again.”

So, God’sfamily isentered by the new birth:

1 John 5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the
Father loves the child born of Him.

1 Peter 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has caused usto be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance
which isimperishable and undefiled and will not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

Now turn to the book of Ephesians, please.

Being born again putsyou into a very special
home, a home composed of peoplethat God
calls “ saints.”

Hereiswhat Paul said to the Church at Ephesus, in Eph 2:19:
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and
are of God's household,

The outcome of being a part of God’s household isthat you receive an inheritance.

| have often thought of what it would be like to inherit a pile of money. Some people wait with
great anticipation for awealthy relative to die. It happensto some but it is not going to happen
to me. My parents spent their entire life in what is commonly called “full time Christian
service” and have nothing by way of material possessions to show for it. They have down-
sized their lives so much that when my siblings and | go to visit them, all but one family has to
get amotel room. They are poor but as happy as can be. But | will receive no inheritance from
them. Instead, | am, like my parents, a part of God’ s household, and | have an inheritance
related to that relationship.

Eph 1:11 says,
we have obtained an inheritance. . .

and ver se 18 says,
| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,



So, rather than judgment, the household of God, because of the regenerating work of Christ,
receives, not judgment, but arich inheritance, which is our eternal joy and salvation.

The Family of God isthe Church.

Every family has areason for its existence. Every family has some end that it is aiming for,
whether it knows it or not. Adam’sfamily seeksit own end. Members of Adam’sfamily are
ultimately seeking their own glory and their own wisdom.

Members of God’s family, God’ s household, have adifferent purpose. We can know the goal
and purpose of God’s family, for it isthe goa and purpose of the church.

Thefamily of God isthe Church. Hereare
three things Paul tells us that make up the
purpose of the Church.

1. Tobringglory to God

Eph 1:11-12.says,

we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to His purpose who works
all things after the counsel of Hiswill, to the end
that we who were the first to hope in Christ
would beto the praise of Hisglory.

Adam’s family teaches us to exalt ourselves, to seek our own ends. The Hilton family, of
Hilton Hotels fame, seems to be composed of a few daughters, Paris and Niki Hilton, who go
around with alot of money seeking their own fame and glory. People continue to search for
the invisible talent that these ladies are supposed to have. It seemsto me, though, that they do
not give their family name a good reputation.

But the Church, and one of it’s local assemblies — Colonia Baptist Church — has as its purpose
to be to the praise of God's glory. To continually display how great God is. When Colonial
understands this well its members evaluate their decisions and actions by whether they will
bring glory to God or glory to something else; whether they bring glory to God or disrepute to
God. The question the member of God’ s household should ask is: will thisword or action
cause people to value God more, or less? God'sglory iswhat is at stake.



2. Todisplay the wisdom of God

According to Ephesians 3:10, Paul saysthat God' s grace was given to him so that:
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and
the authorities in the heavenly places.

The wisdom that Paul isreferring to here is the mystery of how, in Christ, Jews and Gentiles
can be unified into one body, the Church. The strangest thing observed about the early church
was its composition of people that had nothing in common: Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, slave,
free, rich, poor, and so on. In Christ there is no disunity between those inside and those outside
of God's covenant with Israel. In Christ thereis no disunity between man and woman as we
seein Genesis 3. In Christ thereis no disunity between a slave and amaster. The Churchisa
unified body and before Christ made this possible, this was a mystery from the beginning of
time and this mystery is revealed to none other than all beings of the spirit world — angels and
demons. When the church is seen to be composed of people of both genders, of all races, of

all ages, and in any station of life, then the church displays the wisdom of God to the world.

When Colonial understands this well its members seek to accept and love all professing
believers regardless of race, financial status, or level of spiritual maturity.

3. Tonurturematurity in itsmembers

Eph 4:12-13 saysthat Christ gave the church pastors and teachers

for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

My mother and father more than adequately equipped me to grow into adulthood. | completed
that goal many years ago. Now | am not growing more mature so much as | am just growing
older. | have more gray hair, more wrinkles, bigger bags under my eyes, and an expanding
waist line. | am not growing up; | am growing out. Just like my elderly parents, | wake up
every morning around 3 a.m. for no useful reason at al. My wife says| snore.

The Church aso has asits purpose the task of making its members more mature and for each
of us, maturing in Christ continues al of our days. The Church seeks to make each member a
copy of the fullness of what Jesusis, not what your parents are. The standard is nothing less
than Jesus. It isnot Abraham, or Paul, or Calvin, or Stephen Davey. It isJesus.

When Colonial understands this its members are pro-active in building into each other’s lives
anything that causes another member to become more like Jesus. In other words, when
Colonia understands thisit is active in disciple-making.

Next week, Lord willing, | would like to expand on the subject of Family Resemblance. If we
are in the Family of God then we look more like Jesus.



